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story & art by 


KAZUKI 
TAKAHASHI 


Kazuki Takahashi 


Hooray! 
This is the first graphic novel I’ve released 
in a while! 


This time around, | got the urge to dabble in 
the mystery genre! 


Your second read of The Comig will have you 
seeing things in a whole new light! 


I’m grateful to everyone who picked up this book! 


Kazuki Takahashi first tried to break into the manga business in 1982, 
but success eluded him until Yu-Gi-Oh! debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump 
in 1996. Yu-Gi-Oh!'s themes of friendship and competition, together with 
Takahashi’s weird and wonderful art, soon became enormously successful, 

and the series was adapted into a real-world card game, video games, and a 
number of anime series, including two Yu-Gi-Oh! series, Yu-Gi-Oh! GX, 
Yu-Gi-Oh! 5D's, Yu-Gi-Oh! Zexal, and Yu-Gi-Oh ARC-V. 
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This manga is a work of fiction. 


Characters and entities appearing in the story 
are imaginary. 


In the present day, certain prisons house inmates 
who draw manga backgrounds with the objective 
to ease them back into society. 


This is a fact. 


The following story takes place in just such a prison 
in the near future in 2022. It is about an incident 
involving the manga industry and a prison that has 
assigned one of its inmates to draw backgrounds. 
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I’M SO 
HAPPY 
AS YOUR 
EDITOR! 


YOU MIGHT 
JUST BE 
FILLING AN 
OPEN SPOT, 
BUT RYOTA 
SAKAMAKI IS 
MAKING HIS 


you, MR. 
/\ AIMOCHI- 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT THAT 
AND LEAVE 
IT TO ME! 
yOu TUST 
CONCENTRATE 
ON YOUR 
SERIES! 


I USED 
TO BE AN 
ASPIRING 

ACTOR, 
SO THIS IS 

A HABIT OF 
MINE WITH 
SCRIPTS! 


OH! 
THE 
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FEE, 
RIGHT? 


FURIKO 
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THESE 
BACK- 
GROUNDS 


GUARANTEED 
TO BE GREAT! 
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SHUT IT! 


I HAVE 
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YOu 


DRAW THE SURE 


ENTIRE 
MANGA BY 
YOURSELF 


IN THE DIGITAL 
AGE WE LIVE IN, 
YOU CAN DIVIDE 

THE WORK EASIER, 

SO T HAVE 
SOMEONE ELSE 
DRAW THE 
BACKGROUNDS. 


THEN YOU 
CAN TREAT 
ME TO TRIPS 
ABROAD 
AND FANCY 
RESTAURANTS! 
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MAKE SURE 
TO BECOME 
A BIG SHOT 
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4! EVEN KNOW 


I DON'T 


WHAT THEY 
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OR WHERE 
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ALL RIGHT! 
YET AGAIN, 
PRINCE DOLL 
IS THE MOST 
POPULAR 
SERIES 
THIS WEEK! 
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=} fp WHAT HE 
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WHAT KIND 
OF MANG. 
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WAY? 


DON'T 
ae 
M\ 


UH... 

WHAT 

WAS IT 

callep SURE- 
SAIN? 


"MY LOVE 
N SWINGS... 


‘s 


E 
DA. 


CALL M\ 
KATSURA 


WAS AN 
INCIDENT 
THAT 
A HAPPENED... 


V 


EITHER WAy, 
WE'LL 
PROBABLY 


RUN INTO 
EACH OTHER 
AGAIN. 


HONEST, 
STRUGGLING 


CREATOR! 


\\\; 


{ XZ 
x WW 


Ds 4 
Nell il . : ~ | cil] f\ (| 
SUN Paine 


32 


ye 


SSS55 
Ss 


| — 


N 


A MURDER 
OCCURED 
AT THE 


FORMER 
OKA TOWN 


AFTER SHE 
GRADUATED 
FROM HER 
LOCAL HIGH 
SCHOOL, 
SHE WENT 
ON TO LIVE 


HE 
MURDERER 
DRESSED 
MIZUKI IN A 
HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME... 


ON THE 
NIGHT OF THE 
INCIDENT, 
THE TOWN 
WAS FILLED 
WITH PEOPLE 
DRESSED 


THE BODY ACROSS 
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BOTTOM OF WAS THE 
THE CLIFF 
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GROUNDS. 
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CREATOR?! 
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MEETING ARE 
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SINGLE FLOWER 
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CORNER. 
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This is the story of a manga artist, his 
imprisoned assistant, and how they 
brought about an unbelievable miracle! 
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TI FEEL 
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EXPRESSION 
CHANGED. 
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THAT'S TO BE 
EXPECTED 
AFTER MAKING 
A SCENE 
DEPART- 
ENT AUTOGRAPH 
TOO! SESSION. 


f REALLY? 


LOT OF PULL 
BEHIND THE 


YOU'VE 
HEARD IF YOU GET 
OF THE INVOLVED 
PRINCESS WITH HIM. 
CON- 
GLOMERATE, 
RIGHT? 


SECURITY 
PULLED ME 


HIMEKAWA 
SENSEI 
IS FAMOUS 
IN THE 
INDUSTRY 


FOR BEING 
SENSITIVE 


AND 
DIFFICULT! 


THE 
FUTURE 
OF 


yOu A 

FAN OF 
HIMEKAWA ) AUTOGRAPH 
SENSEI? SESSION? 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I WANT 
TO ASK 
You, MR. 
AIMOCHI- 


THEY'RE A 
LARGE GLOBAL 
CORPORATE PRIN- 
GROUP KNOWN CESS 
FOR THEIR CON- 
CONNECTIONS = GLOM- 
TO PRINCESS , ERATE! 
PHARMA- 
CEUTICALS. 


WOULD 
A Guy 
WITH THAT 
KIND OF 
POWER 
MAKE 
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FORMER 
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Yes! 
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THAT SHE 
<an fly 
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Sue's GOT 
WINGS and 
is flying?! 


FURIKO WILL BE 
LOOKING FOR 
THE Evil CASTLE 
USING HER 
“PENDULUM 
OF TRUTH"! 


ben y THIS TIME, 


MR. 
BABA'S 
BACK- 
GROUND 


BEING SEIYA |] 
HIMEKAWA'S 
FORMER 
ASSISTAN 


THE MANGA 
DID GETA 
LITTLE MORE 
POPULAR WITH 
THE MAGICIAN 
PLOT TWIST. 
90 THERE'S 
HAT. 


YOU'RE STILL 
AFAR 
CRY FROM 
HIMEKAWA 
SENSEI'S 


EVERYONE 
IN THE 
INDUSTRY. 
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I 
HE'S BELIEVE 
NOT THE HE’ 
MURDER- INNOCENT! 
ER! 


--- ACCUSING 
HIMEKAWA 
SENSEI? 


HIMEKAWA 
SENSE! WAS 
INVESTIGATED 


I WOULDN'T 
MAKE SUCH 
AN ACCUSATION 
BASED ONLY 
ON THE FACT 


BY THE Pye , THAT MR. BABA 
POLICE, > 16 A FORMER 
you KNOW. Pr BA ASSISTANT! 


---HIMEKAWA 
SENSE! HAD 
A PERFECT 
ALIBI AT THE 
TIME OF THE 
INCIDENT. 


ESTIMATED 
TIME OF THE ON THE 
MURDER, WHICH NIGHT OF THE 


WAS PAST TEN, 
HE WAS BEING 
WATCHED BY 
OVER 500,000 WAS LIVE- 

oo STREAMING 
THERE'S EVEN ON IEW 

COMMENT 

HISTORY! 


INCIDENT, 
HALLOWEEN 
NIGHT, HE 


THE DISTANCE 
IT WOULD : ogc 
HAVE BEEN \) WA ee a 
IMPOSSIBLE } ; 
FOR HIM TO 
COMMIT THE ’ 
CRIME! 


OF OVERLOOK 
RK IS 
ROUGHLY 25 
KILOMETERS. 


STOP 
PLAYING 
DETECTIVE 
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IMPORTANT NOW 
IS TO MAKE 
SURE I DO My 
BEST FOR MR. 
BABA AND HIS 
BACKGROUNDS! 
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THE SMALL-FRY 
MANGA 


CREATOR RYOTA 
SAKAMAKI WHO 
STORMED 
IN ON MY 
AUTOGRAPH 
SESSION! 


THis =NEW THA 
INFORMATION 3 Was 
CANNOT BE “ONCE AN” 
f ONCE AN 
ASSISTANT 

AT THIS 

OFFICE. 


3 INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


RYOTA 
SAKAMAKI- 


They're 

i INMAT 
inmates ae iS r ARE BEING 
to draw 


‘ USED FOR 
ry | ILLUSTRATION 
manga?! y P WORK! 
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WELL, THE 
WORLD HAS 
CIN THANKS TO 


PIRATED WORKS 
BEING ILLEGALLY 
RELEASED, THE 
INDUSTRY HAS TO 
KEEP EXPENSES 
TO A MINIMUM 
BY USING 
EXPERIENCED 
INMATES 


Welcome 
back to 
Seiya 
Channel! 


Scoop on 
the latest 
Shojo Jump 
for all my 


Bibbidi 
bobbidi 
boo! 
Ha ha. 


Tonight's 
a Happy 
Halloween! 


I've got my 
costume on for 
the livestream! 

My reqular office 

is even decorated 

7, with a Halloween 
theme! 


NOT TO 
MENTION THE 
PLETHORA 
OF FANS 
WRITING 
COMMENTS 
DURING THE 
LIVESTREAM. 


THE DISTANCE 
FROM SEIYA 
HIMEKAWA'S 

OFFICE TO THE 

SCENE OF THE 


THREE 
YEARS AGO 
IN 2019... 
FI 

REMEMBER 

CORRECTLY, 
f VOLUME 49 OF 
SHOIO JUMP 


HAD THEIR 
HANDS ON A 
COPY WOULD 

HAVE BEEN THE 

STAFF AND 

CREATORS. 
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HALLOWEEN 
NIGHT, THE 
TOWN SETS OFF 
FIREWORKS 
AT 9 RM. TO 
SIGNAL THE 
START OF THE 
FESTIVITIES. 


LOCATION 
OF THE 
FIREWORKS 
IS CLOSE 


TO 
OVERLOOK 
FAI 


THAT MEANS 
THE SOUND OF 
THE FIREWORKS 
THAT STARTED 
AT 10:17 PM. WERE 
NOT INTENDED TO 
BE RECORDED 
DURING THE 
STREAM. 


TO HEAR THEM 
FROM SEIYA 
HIMEKAWA'S 

OFFICE 
OVER 20 
KILOMETERS 
Away! 


COMMENTS 
FROM FANS 
ABOUT THE 
FIREWORKS 
ALSO START 
AROUND 
10:17 RM.! 


THE FACT 
THAT YOU 
CAN HEAR 
FIREWORKS 
AT THIS TIME 
MEANS... 


SOUND OF 
FIREWORKS 
YOU CAN 
HEAR IN THE 
BACKGROUND 
OF SEIYA 
HIMEKAWA'S 
LIVESTREAM... 


BUT IT LOOKS 
LIKE, DUE TO 
INCLEMENT 
WEATHER, 
THE FIREWORKS 
SHOW THAT 
NORMALLY 
ENDS AROUND 
9:30 STARTED 

LA 


THIS IS 
THE ONLY 
TOWN THAT 
SHOOTS 
FIREWORKS 


ON 
HALLOWEEN 
NIGHT! 


Allright, 


TIME OF fantastic 
THE MURDER, Halloween (TE Se 
SEIYA 


HIMEKAWA 
WAS NEAR 
THE SCENE 


---WOULD 
BE TO HAVE 


NN 
i 


ik Ke: i 3 
MEA! (yeah 


101 


“cor standard arafting- 
pape rb? you need a 
as zr, 6071 x $598 


You can 
Hus stage 
ana ( recom 
erlike screen pro 
it peakes Line work Ww 


oe L'M 
QUITE THE 
FEARLESS 

Guy! 
HEH HEH... 


BA KILLER 
LIKE US! 


WILL GET 
QUITE LIVELY 
IN TIME FO! 
HALLOWEEN. 


I've been trying 
to call you, and 
no response! 


What's the point 
sl] of being at an 
\| internet cafe then? / * 
(looked all over | 


WORKING 
TOGETHER 
WITH THE 
IMPRISONED 
MURDERER? 
A MESSAGE 
IN THE 
MANGA? 
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OBVIOUSLY 
Me! 
INVOLVED 
WITH THE 


HALLOWEEN 
MURDER? 


IT'S BEING 
SPUN ASA 
HUGE SHOTO 
MANGA 
SCANDAL! 


But I've been 

swarmed with | know 
complaints and that! 
media questions 


all day! | can't 


GOING CRAZY 
SINCE WE 
COULDN'T 

GET AHOLD 
OF You! 


ALL THOSE 
THINGS 
WRITTEN 
ABOUT ME, 
THEY'RE 
ALL LIES! 
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THE 
POLICE ARE 


LOOKING 


FOR YOu... 


Frot now on, 
he won't be 
allowed fo work 
on the back- 
grounds... 


people to 
s€€ you! 


YOU'RE 
WELL AWARE, 
THE NIGHT 
OF THE 
HALLOWEEN 
MURDER. 


HOWEVER, MR. 
THAT'S SAKAMAKI, 
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FOUND A 
CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THAT 
INCIDENT 
AND YOUR 
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NIGHT! 
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THE WOMAN 


IN THE DARK 
APARTMENT, A 
WOMAN WEAR- 

ING A MASK 
WAS TIED UP 


THEY'RE 
COMING 
TO 
ARREST 


COOPERATE, 
AND WE'LL 
GO EASY 
ON You! 


WE 
HAVE AN 
INVES- 
TIGATOR 
HEADING 
YOUR WAY 
AS WE 
SPEAK. 
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TO ONE : 
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borders, draw ee 
Gues, and do te inking. 
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nearing completion! 
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THOSE GUYS 
ARE DEFINITELY 
DETECTIVES! 
THEY STAND OLIT 
SINCE THEY'RE 
NOT DRESSED 

UP! THEY'RE 


COMING 
THIS way! m% 


WE'RE IN 
COSTUME 
AND IN THIS 
THEY EVEN 
FOUND YOu 
AT THE 
INTERNET 
CAFE! 


THE 
INTERNET 
CAFE... 
THE ONLY 
PERSON WHO 
SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN WAS 
MR. AIMOCHI, 
MY EDITOR. 


HOWEVER, 
WE CAN 
PINPOINT 


HIS 
LOCATION! 


yay VS 
Bete \ai EN 


\ 
Ss 
ZN 


FS 
SN Cy 


ESS 6 
Lah {| ANANSI RRS SN 


JUST 
LIKE WE 
PLANNED! 


IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR ANYONE 
WHO DOESN'T 
KNOW ABOUT 
MR. BABA 
AND MY 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO WRITE 
THOSE 
ARTICLES. 


MR. BABA ~~ SO SEIYA 
WANTED TO j yy, HIMEKAWA 
COMMUNICATE V GZ |S INVOLVED 

THE TRUTH IN THE 
THROUGH HALLOWEEN 


HIMEKAWA 
REALIZED THIS 
AND TRIED TO 
PIN THE MURDER 
ON ME WITH 
FALSE INFO! 


IF 

WE STILL HIMEKAWA 
IS THE 

MURDER- 
ER... 


MURDERED 
MIZUKI YABE. 


I CAN SEE 
WHY IT'S THE 
HIGHLIGHT OF 
THIS TOWN'S 
HALLOWEEN 

CELEBRA- 


FIREWORKS 
WERE GOING 
OFF THREE 
YEARS AGO AT 
THE TIME OF 
THE MURDER, 


iD 
THERE ARE 
FIREWORKS 

IN MR. BABA'S 

DRAWING, AS 

WELL AS THE 

MYSTERIOUS 


WX 
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YOU CAN 
SEE THE 
FIREWORKS 

FR 


PARK WHERE 
THE INCIDENT 
HAPPENED 


ISN'T TOO 


IF MY 
[Tessar ; DEDUCTIONS 
eh. 


5 ete 
a i YA HIMEKAWA 
J XS PES ie 7 wasn't T00 
FAR FROM 
y Wig. J\ THERE THREE 
ag YEARS AGO. 


YOU COULD 
HEAR 
COULD FIND FIREWORKS 


B DURING THE 
PROOF THAT oP || hy 
PINPOINTS ©) CE ey 
Hl 


a SHOULDN'T 
LOCATION... LZA 


HIMEKAWA 
IS DOING 
A LIVE- 
STREAM 
AGAIN 
TONIGHT! 


-OND O-D 
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THIS PARK 
IS ALSO 
A CIRCLE 
LIKE THE 
ONE IN THE 
DRAWING. 


2» es clock 
ty Oak IS INT 
another "X” 2 MIDDLE 


atone of the > 4p EiRcte. 


THIS IS AN 
IMPORTANT 
KEYWORD! 
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Van 
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Am I» 
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GOOD 
EVENING, 
DETECTIVE! 


ee 
Zaye 


4x Finally! The finrthed product 


| convert the Procreate files into Clp Studio |®) 
frles to add tones. -_ 


*Procreate operates in RGB, so t have to switch 
to monochrome gradient. 


Aud Hen, a single page ¢t finthedl ny 
i a (Phew, at long last..@) 


Hooray! © 


"Voll 
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HIMEKAWA, 
YOU CHASED 


YOU AND 
I BOTH 
SURMISED 
THAT RYOTA 
SAKAMAKI 
WAS HEAVILY 
INVOLVED 
IN THE 
HALLOWEEN 
MURDER! 


HELLO, 
DETECTIVE. 
WE WERE 
WAITING 
FOR you! 


You've got 
some gall 
showing 
up here, 


Sakamaki! 
Ww 


where the 
incident 
happened 
three 
years ago. 


LOOK AT 
THE PROOF! 
HE'S HE'S 
TRYING TARGETED 
TO A YOUNG 
COMMIT LADY! 
A 
SECOND py 
CRIME! [2 


I WON'T 
BE RUNNING 
OR HIDING! 
NOT UNTIL 
THE TRUTH 
OF WHAT 
HAPPENED 
HERE IS 
REVEALED! 


MAYBE SHE 
WAS JUST 
MESSING 

AROLIND WITH 


Not until 
the truth 
of what 
happened 
here is 
revealed! 


SINCE WE'RE 


MYSTERIES 
FROM THE 


A INCIDENT... 4 WE EXPLORE 
A WHAT 
HAPPENED 
THREE YEARS 
AGO ONCE 


A SYMBOL OF 
HALLOWEEN, 

THE PUMPKIN 
DRAWING... 


HOWEVER, : oP, ~ 
I’M NOT \ CONFESSED 
CONVINCED = TO THE CRIME THIS 
AND IS SYMBOL WAS 
cuscewny | “pean By 
; MR. BABA, 
CORRECT? THE SUPPOSED 
MURDERER... 


BY SOME 
FATEFUL 
CHANCE, HE 
WAS ASSIGNED 
TO HELP ME WITH 
MY MANGA. 
HIS HE DREW THE 
wuicdivce.  S4ite SYnBOL 


SAKAMAKI, 


i = 
I THINK YOu ’ 
MIGHT BEAN = | A 
ACCOMPLICE Aa 
TO THE AS WELL. 


MURDER. 


i / I’M NOT 
alate THE ONLY 
USED TO : ONE WITH A 
BE MY CONNECTION 
ASSISTANT. f ‘ : TO MR. BABA. 
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THE VICTIM, 
MIZUKI YABE, 
HAD SEVERAL 

OF YOUR 
MANGA LINED 
uP ON HER 
BOOKSHELF. 


HE WAS 
PROBABLY 
USING MY 
AUTOGRAPHS 
TO HIT ON 
GIRLS! 
WHAT A PAIN! 


AT THE TIME OF 
THE MURDER, 
THERE WAS 
PROOF YOU WERE 
LIVESTREAMING 
FROM YOUR 
PLACE OF 


AFTER YOUR 
LIVESTREAM 
TONIGHT, 
IT TOOK YOu 
CLOSE TO 
TWO HOURS 
TO GET 
HERE. 


DETECTIVE. 
YOu 
REMEMBER 
COMING TO 
TAKE MY 
STATEMENT, 
DON'T YOU? 


MIZUKI YABE 
WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 
MEET MR. BABA, 
YOUR FORMER 
ASSISTANT. 
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I REALLY 
WOULD 
HAVE LOVED 
TO SEE THE 
FIREWORKS, 
BuT I DIDN'T 
MAKE IT 
IN TIME! 


[ 


\ 


Li 


---BE WHY 
WEARING WOULD 
Ms. 


A MASK - 
LIKE THIS MIZUKI 
WHEN = 
SHE WAS 
KILLED? 


WHY WOULD HE WAS 
HE GO TO THE PROBABLY 
TROUBLE OF REJECTED 
PUTTING THE 

MASK ON A 
STRUGGLING 

LADY?! 


ER OFF 
IN ANGER! 


THEY WERE FACING 
EACH OTHER, 
AND SHE EVEN LET 
SOMEONE PUTA 
MASK ON HER. 
THERE'S A GOOD 
CHANCE THE 
MURDERER WAS 
HER SUPERIOR 
SOMEHOW. 


WAS SOMEONE 
SHE ADMIRED, 
LIKE A FAMOUS 


THE 
INSPECTION 
OF THE 
CRIME SCENE 
REVEALED THAT 
SHE LANDED ON 
THE BACK OF 
HER HEAD. 
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MR. HINMEKAWA, 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 


WE'D LIKE TO 
SHOW You! 


\ 


f= tHis 
i COMMENT! 


ISN'T THIS 
PROOF 
THAT YOU'VE 
BEEN HERE 


5 


THERE ARE 
A MILLION 
PLACES You 
CAN SEE THE 
FIREWORKS 
IN THIS TOWN, 
BUT you 
CAME HERE! 


HEY, 
DETECTIVE! 
TELL THEM 
ABOUT MY 
ALIBI THAT 


THEN WHY 
DID YOU 
COME TO A 
PLACE LIKE 
THIS IN THE 
MIDDLE 
OF THE 
NIGHT?! 


IN THE 
COMMENT, 
I'S 


THE SOUND 
OF FIREWORKS... 
IT SHOULON’T 
BE FOSSIBLE 
TO HEAR THEM 
FROM YOUR 
STUDIO! 


i é | I THOUGHT 
Luss Nefee SEIvA ry Ty 4104 i 
GONNA HAVE — HIME 


TO ASK 
Yon eon eed 
QUESTIONS! 


rm 
INNOCENT! 


The photo 
is trom 
your time 
together 
in the 


so-called 
There was 
only a little 
info on the 
internet. 


seems sEIA VT 


HIMEKAWA HAS |||, 
CONFESSED TO 


7 
INVOLVEMENT | 
N THE 


=| 


INCIDENT... | | 


| | 
Ii 


r Atos - Three days 
EROM later... 
DETECTIVE 


KATSURADA. = 


HE MUST 
HAVE FELT 
REALLY 
GUILTY... 


WHEN 
THEY WERE 
IN THE MANGA 

iB 


TOGETHER, 
MIZUKI YABE 
WAS 
CONSTANTLY 
FOLLOWING 
SEIYA 
\ HIMEKAWA 


MR. 
HIMEKAWA 
LOOKED 
DISTRESSED 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN... 


I 
ACTUALLY 


INCIDENT 


DON'T YOu 
LEAVE THIS 
INTERNET 
CAFE AND 


I GOTTA 

THERE'S LM SEND MY 

SOMmME- DRAFT TO 
MY EDITOR 


FOR 
PROOFING! 


ao : IF SEIYA 
Ape) : K = ymEeKawa 
TAK. GABA A NA = TURNS OUT 
ACQUITTED. ~\= ae b 4 
ORHIS : ( MURDERER... 
CRIMES. _ 4, 
2 2 
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IW me 
a BIG BRO! |]°.°.°/ 
SOMETHING |]°.°: 
= ABouT A ||-!-: 
— PUMPKIN |J>"s! 
nt a ( { PRINCESS! |]-"-"-\ 
Te Sle 
Fae Won ae Uliana |, 

TON } D + 


\\ ny 
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= 
Q 
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ALL THE 


eS ORAWING... 


MR. BABA 
WAS TRYING 
TO SENC.... : 


oe Thoughts on creating a weekly manga on an iPad R 


(ve used an Pad for designs and cara art before. However, 
( Wasn't wed to drawing manga that Way (much Less a weekly 
erves!), £0 ( ran ato plenty of difficulties. 


(Was given a wite amount of Lead time before serialization, 
but each chapter ended up taking me twice as long on He «Pad 
Han on paper. ( Keeping up He weekly pace fora Long-roning 
series would be tough!) 


Sometimes the data on tHe Lova would just acsappear. 
Sometimes giving He astestants mstroctions rewotely didnt 
go too smoothly. There were Lots of hiccups in the process. 


But! No matter what anyone tells you... 


Making manga on an iPad ¢t to noch FUNL 


Thats wy declaration! 
The following «t a List of highlights of using an Pad—— 


* Creators with ald, failing eyes have trovble ist A tiny back- 
ground characters on paper, t0 «#1 a tuge help to be able to 
Foam i 40 easily! 

* Made a wittake? You can undo and retry as many times as needed! 

* You can draw wherever, whenever! Out and about in the city, on 
an airplane, even on the toilet! (But it’s hard to draw under direct 
sunlight!) 

* Back part? Tum on your ide and keep on drawing! 


In conclasron... \o/ Li 
[°PADS are He best! \C2-— 
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\ I 
ey ae N RECEIVED 
SOMETHING i ip) ome EO 

FROM HIS 


SURGEON 
AS WELL. 


EXPLAINS 
WHY HE 
WAS IN SO 
MUCH PAIN 
THAT TIME. 


---GOMEONE 
"CHIP INSIDE 

A CHIP INSI 

RECEIVER. Selva 
HIMEKAWA 
AND WAS 
MONITORING 
HIM FROM 
AFAR. 


YOU SAID 
THE TRUTH 


OF THE 
INCIDENT 


HOW DID 
YOU KNOW 


THERE WAS 


AN IC CHIP 
EMBEDDED? 


DETECTIVE, 
DO YOu 
HAVE A 

COUPLE OF 

MINUTES? 


I'S 
TIME... 


WHAT A 
MANSION! 


lt would be awesome 
if | <ould join tHe 
amazing Pumpkin CLub 
and HeLp with 
<Reating manca! Y 


Tr 


\ 


|'m Looking 
to be an 
assistant! 


r 
THOUGHT 
THIS MIGHT 
BE A HINT 


= a5 = 

A TRAPPED 7x Oy 

MAN... IN ARE ON 74 
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OFHIS —?. e4% 
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WN xs 
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FINALLY 
THE 
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I PICKED 
THIS NAME OF eee Nice to 


meet you! 
My name 
is Gliyako 


I 
THOUGHT 
PUMPKIN 

CLUB WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE 


FOUR 
GIRLS? 


1G 
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THEY 
DECIDED 
TO NAME 
THE CLUB 
"PUMPKIN 

CLUB" AND 
EXPAND THEIR 
ACTIVITIES. 


---USING 


BY THE 
TIME THEY 
GRADUATED, 


MEMBERS. 


oD 
CURRENTLY 
THE 


CREATOR 
OF PRINCE 


THE TRUE 
SEIYA 
HIMEKAWA 
IS 
ANOTHER 
ENTITY! 


TEN 
YEARS AGO, 
THERE WAS 

A MANGA 
CLUB 
STARTED BY 
FOUR HIGH 
SCHOOL 
BOYS AND 
GIRLS. 


THROUGH 
VIEW TUBE, 
HE WOULD 
AMASS A HUGE 
FAN BASE OF 
GIRLS BY 
INHERITING A 
PERSONA NOT 
DISSIMILAR TO 
HIS TITULAR 
CHARACTER. 
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GIRLS. IF YOu 
LINE UP PARTS 
OF THEIR 
NAME... 


ONE 
OF THE 


MEMBERS 
WAS MIZUKI 
YABE... 


ARE YOu 
SAYING 
THAT I 

KNEW THE 

VICTIM?! 


HIMEKAWA,”’ 
ONE 


WAS THE 
VICTIM... 


J 3 
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ARRESTED 
WHO WERE 
INVOLVED 


AND UPON 
INVESTIGATING 


OF THE CHIF, 
A CERTAIN 
COMPANY 
CAME UP... 


FURTHER LUMI PRIN- 


(RESEARCH ORIGINALLY Oe CESS 
TUIBNING fr Becca GRANDFATHER, 9 FUTHIRE 
INTO A STATE- TAG WAS IS plate RE- 
OF-THE-ART MEANT TO BE PARENT SEARCH 
BIOMETRICS IMPLANTED FACILITY, 
IC CHIP FOR IN PETS. . COMPANY! AKA. 


= A. Z AT 
PERHAPS S y e --BY MERE & MM, 
EVEN TO f. : USING IT'S ALSO 
SEND SMALL S3  ACON- POSSIBLE 
SHOCK STROLLER. TO MANIPL- 
WAVES TO 


Z S LATE 
THE BRAIN! Y//, ws eT. 


yOu ee 
TRANS-~ = 


MES LUMI, 
YOU WERE 
AMONG THOSE 
T BULLIER 


> 


Gp Rw 
Ah nN 


I WOULD 
ENTER HIGH 


y SN WE — 
IS SSX aaineD 
S aa MORE 
oa & OF OUR SOCIAL ||——~ _ MEMBERS 
<= BACKGROUNDS, AND 
= _ STARTED 
<= ACTIVITIES 


A a KX 
Ce 
SOs 

SS 


SENS = Lb. 


Ad /, 
¥/; 


AND WATCH {77 
YOU DRAW! Zi WM, 


FOR YOUR 
17TH 
BIRTHDAY? 


Ny 
NAA a 


SHOULD 
BE EASY 


Mt 


IM) 
wal 


I'‘M GOING TO MAKE 
THE BOY I LOVE 
FAMOUS WHILE 
HE'S IN THE PALM 
OF MY HAND. OY 


the manga # 


club was 
reborn as the 


And 
thet... 


THAT DAY, y 
I WAS IN 


AN ACCIDENT 4 


AND WAS 
TAKEN 


TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


| lend 
HEY! 7 
WE GOT A uf | 


ny \ 
Sy | | 
ae, | Onder the per agra 
yma "Selva 
tHimekawa,” 
Prince Doll 
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HOWEVER, q) 
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WORK 
ENVIRON- || 
MENT! | 
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aN \ Ge 


' 
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ESCAPE 
WOULD BE 
" IMPOSSIBLE 


“I MADE A 
DECISION. 


“TOGETHER WITH ~ 


TO QUIT THE 
PUMPKIN 


WS mE ZF 
PRICE FOR 
STEALING 

_ MY YOSHIO 


YOU'RE 

- AT THE + 
OVERLOOK, 

JUST AS I 


z ORDERED. S 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
I COULD 


HEH HEH... 
YOU CAN’T 
DIGOBEY 
ME... 


iA 


HaLLoween 
Murder! 


TREATING 
you 


DETECTIVE ,) LIKE A 
MANGA CROOK! 
AUTHOR! 


ANYTHING, 
I WANT TO 
CONVEY MY 


’ | — 


FROM 
THE START, 
MR. BABA 


THAT I'M 


A GHOSTWRITER 
CAPTURED BY 
A PUMPKIN, 


WELCOME 
TO 
FREEDOM! 


HOW ABOUT 

JOINING US 
FOR SOME 
HOT POT? 


7 lokerin 
uapanese is 
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I DON'T KNOW IF TRUE FREEDOM CAN EXIST. NEVERTHELESS, 
IN OUR OWN WAYS, WE ALL SEEK SPIRITUAL LIBERATION, AIMING TO 
BE FREE OF THE OVERBEARING CONSTRAINTS OF SOCIETY! 


THROUGHOUT THE COMIA, I NEVER REMOVED THE BORDERS 
FROM THE PANELS, AND THE LOCKED BOXES ON THE TITLE 
PAGES REPRESENT OBSTRUCTION AND OPPRESSION. ONLY ON 
THE FINAL PAGE OF THE FINAL CHAPTER DID I REMOVE THE 
PANEL BORDER, REPRESENTING LIBERATION AND FREEDOM. 


ON A PERSONAL NOTE, DRAWING THE COMIQ WAS A LOT OF FUN, 
AND I’M SO GRATEFUL TO THE READERS WHO'VE CHOSEN 
TO PICK UP THIS BOOK. 


I HOPE I KEEP ENJOYING THE FREEDOM TO BRING ART 
AND MANGA INTO THIS WORLD. 
AND ALWAYS WITH A TABLET IN HAND! 


NOVEMBER 16, 2018 
KAZUKI TAKAHASHI 


THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED ME OUT: 
MASAFUMI SATO x AKIHIRO TOMONAGA * NAOYUKI KAGEYAMA 


ABOUT A YEAR AGO, MY EDITOR K-GAN ASKED IF I'D LIKE TO 
DO A SHORT SERIES FOR JUMP'S SOTH ANNIVERSARY. IT WAS 
MY FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO DRAW MANGA IN A GOOD WHILE. 


I DECIDED THAT A SERIES CELEBRATING THE MAGAZINE 
SHOULD BE THEMED AROUND MANGA, SO I WHIPPED UP A 
ROUGHLY 200-PAGE STORYBOARD FOR A MYSTERY STORY— 

A GENRE T HAD NEVER REALLY DRAWN BEFORE. 


SINCE PART OF THE STORY HAS TO DO WITH CREATING MANGA 
DIGITALLY, I OPTED TO DRAW THE SERIES USING A TABLET. 


MY CHARACTER DESIGNS CHANGED TO FIT THE THEMES. 
(IN A MYSTERY/DETECTIVE STORY, A CHARACTER LIKE YUGI— 
WITH HIS PIERCING GAZE—WOLULD SPOT THE CULPRIT IN AN 
INSTANT... LOL! $0 INSTEAD, I MADE THE PROTAGONIST A 
CHARMINGLY BEFLIDDLED CHARACTER.) 


ACTUALLY, ALL OF MY WORKS DO SHARE SOME CORE THEMES. 


YU-GI-OH! |S THE STORY OF ATEM, WHOSE SOUL WAS SEALED 
IN THE MILLENNIUM PUZZLE AND LATER RELEASED. DRUMP 
(NOT RELEASED IN GRAPHIC NOVEL FORM) |S ABOUT THE FREE- 
ING OF A DRAGON. THE YU-GI-OH! MOVIE'S PLOT INVOLVES SETO 
KAIBA'S LIBERATION FROM THE SOUL PRISON. 


THE COMTQ \S NO EXCEPTION. IT ENDS WITH BABA ACQUITTED 
OF THE FRAME-LUP AND RELEASED FROM PRISON. 
SATO'S SOUL IS LIBERATED TOO (EVEN IF HE'S UNDER ARREST...) 
AFTER YEARS OF CONTROL BY THE PLIMPKIN PRINCESS. 


THEN THERE'S ONE OF SAKAMAKI'S FINAL LINES. 
“WELCOME TO FREEDOM!” 


NN 


